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Abstract



World War Il produced a bipolar international system dominated by two
superpowers: the United States of America and the Soviet Union. The two
preeminent powers are in constant ideological, economic and cultural
struggle. Striving to impose their agendas on the other nations outside
their territories, the two superpowers have employed every possible
weapon and tool except the devastating nuclear arsenal. They have
waged proxy wars in every corner of the world from Vietnam, to Cuba and

they haven’t concluded with Afghanistan (which is the topic of this study).

Afghanistan, our case study here, was one demonstration of proxy wars
launched by the United States. Exploiting the 1979 civil war in country, the
United States lured the Russians into a direct war on the afghan territory
as a payback to the Russian intervention in the US-Vietnam war in 1950s.
Afghanistan became a bloody battlefield to fight the Russians and defeat
them, given the similar typography of Vietnam and Afghanistan, as well as
the stubborn peoples of both nations that do not kowtow to invaders.

The study reviews the US foreign political attitudes with the Jihadist
groups in Afghanistan during the 1980s and 1990s, and the variations in
relations between the two sides in the different stages. The study sheds
light on the fact that the common interests during the 1980s were behind
the rapprochement between the two parties; conversely, this relationship
was turned to hostility for different factors that will be discussed in the next
chapters of the study.

The study is composed of two main parts: Part 1 shall discuss the United
States’ policies towards the Afghani jihadist movements during the stage
of 1980s, which started with the Soviet invasion of South Asian country in
1979, and the form of relation between them, the factors that lead to this

political approach and the key Afghan jihadist groups. On the other hand,



part 2 shall discuss the US policy towards the same groups during the
199s, the factors that underlined the transformation of their relations, and
the consequences of this political attitude in each stage. Besides, the
study provides a primary theoretical assumption on the concept of the
United States’ foreign policy and its tools, among which proxy war was the
main one during the period covered by the study. The study also
discusses the US intervention in other countries under the pretext of
defending democracy and human rights. It also provides an introduction
about Afghanistan in terms of location, population, and the soviet invasion
of its territory on 1979.
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